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February 19, 2017:   Making and Keeping a Faith Promise  
 
Here is what I hope to convey today. 
 
Our Faith including our faith promise works by God’s love 
Our Faith including our faith promise needs God’s Hope. 
Our faith including our faith promise is in God’s faith 
Our faith including our faith promise is by God’s grace. 
 
As important as it is to know and memorize scripture, it is more important to 
understand the context and how to apply them 
 
A children’s church pastor, once asked the kids, “What did Jesus say about 
people getting married” 
 
One, very bright kid who loved to brag on his scripture memory skills and 
who often won the bible sword drills, 
 
Quickly responded: “Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do”. 
 
Let us stand for the reading, and let us apply this most quoted of all bible 
chapters,  
 
It is most important to understand, and apply love to all of life, specifically, 
without love, nothing really works. 
 
With Love, everything works, especially our faith. 
 
Slide: 
 

1If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not 
have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give 
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all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship 
that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 5It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 

8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part, 10but when completeness comes, 
what is in part disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12For 
now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see 
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I am fully known. 

13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love. (1 Cor. 13  NIV) 
 
 
 
Slides: 
 
4You who are trying to be justified by the law have been 
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5For 
through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness 
for which we hope. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
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nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts 
is faith expressing itself through love.  (Ga. 5:4-6 NIV) 
 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 

Prayer: 

 

Faith Expresses itself through love 

Slide:  Love 

At mouse click: 

faith which worketh by love. (KJV) 

faith working through love.(NKJV) 
 
faith	that	makes	you	love	others.	(CEV) 
 

I am not a Greek scholar.  I am not even an English scholar.   

However, with the help of translations and a Greek to English dictionary, the 
gist of what makes faith work is love. 

With love, faith works. 

Without love, faith is unproductive. 

Faith works because of love 

Faith expresses itself, because of love. 
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Love is a complicated term, and there are biblical examples of love, this is 
one of three uses of the unconditional love of God. 

 

Agape, agapoa, agaopatos are three slightly different aspects of God’s 
unconditional love. 

Faith works by this tenacious unconditional love of God, flowing in and 
through us. 

 

Tenacious, unconditional love will make a faith promise become a reality. 

I understand some aspects of faith will never be realized on earth, but some 
can, and all will be realized in heaven. 

 

Let us be reminded so we won’t grow discouraged when we set our faith for 
someone or something, with this chorus. 

Slide: 

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 
Even so, it is well with my soul. 
 
 
Making a faith promise, we must understand that only in eternity, will every 
aspect of our faith become sight 

However, we, as human beings can receive many of the promises of eternity, 
while living by faith as mortal human beings. 

The rest of this message is to assist you in the process of receiving a promise 
of God now, and in eternity. 

Faith works by God’s Tenacious and Unconditional love 
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Slide:   God’s Love, Tenacious and Unconditional 

God 

Others 

Yourself 

 

Without God’s love you will give up. 

With God’s love you will not give up. 

Some experience hurts that go so deep, that you feel like giving up on God, 
others and yourself. 

Some failures go so deep that you feel like giving up on God, others and 
yourself. 

Some shortcomings condemn you so much that you feel like it would be a 
blessing to God, if you just walked away from the relationship, because you 
feel like you have slandered his name.   Those shortcomings, may also lead 
you to feel like it is better to walk away from relationships, because of how 
you have failed them. 

And… it is not out of the question for a shortcoming, to open a person up to 
feelings of suicide. 

All paths to restoration of a relationship with God, others and yourself, are 
paved by love and point to love as the present and eternal destination. 

We can temporarily forget our love, and act out of hurt, or anger, or apathy. 

Our hearts can temporarily go blind and become hard, and forget 
unconditional love. 

God does not forget his love for us, but in times of failings, it seems like it, 
for we feel our own failings more than God’s love. In those times, it is 
highly valuable to be under Scriptural authority, not the authority of our 
feelings, and emotions, for they will certainly fail. 
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To make and keep a faith promise, it only works by and through the 
tenacious and unconditional love of God 

Our faith needs God’s Hope to keep it sustained. 

2.   

Slide: God’s Hope 

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. 
(He. 6:6 NIV) 

The better preacher in the family taught me that being anchored in Jesus is 
not like anchoring below you in the water, but above you, like in a tree 
stand. 

 

Hope gives you the freedom to be adventurous and make a faith attempt at 
something. 

Faith works through love. 

Faith needs hope to keep moving forward in life. 

Hope is discouragements biggest enemy. 

Hope is depressions greatest threat. 

Hope is overwhelmed combatant. 

 

Hope is what is needed to keep faith alive and keep moving. 

As you make a faith promise, you can expect the unexpected in both the 
positive and in the negative. 
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Any positive spiritual experience will become a battleground.  Immediately 
after being baptized in water by John the Baptist, being overshadowed by the 
Holy spirit, and being affirmed by an audible voice from heaven, Jesus is 
immediately tested by the Father and tempted by the devil. 

Hope sustains faith in these times of God’s testing and Satan’s tempting. 

 

There will be success, and prior to the success will be a battle or two. 

The pattern of blessing and battle, battle and blessing, blessing and battle 
will go on, until the clouds be rolled back like a scroll. 

Hope keeps you on the battlefield for a promise of God. 

Hope is what refreshed you in the long-term journey of receiving God’s 
promise. 

 

Faith works through love. 

Faith need hope to keep moving 

Our Faith requires God’s distribution of faith. 

Slide:  Faith 

in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of 
you. 
Ro. 12:3 

The good news is, that in Christ, God has distributed to each of us, a 
measure of faith.   We all have enough faith; we just have to have faith, that 
we have enough faith. 

The devil lies to many people making a faith promise, by saying; you don’t 
have enough faith for that. 
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The devil makes people touchy, when the topic of faith, and not having 
enough faith comes up.   

The issue to me, it seems that we all have enough faith at the moment of our 
new birth in Christ. 

The issue is having faith in that kind of faith, because it is the God kind of 
faith. 

The faith that has been distributed to you and is in you is God’s faith.  Other 
passages let us know that it is God’s faith that is in us. 

We must exercise our faith in God’s faith. 

Our faith exercises God’s faith. 

Making and keeping a faith promise, will require you listening to God’s 
voice, which is the author and finisher of your faith.   

Once you hear in your spirit an amount, or a way to raise that faith promise, 
then that is when you will need to exercise faith in God’s faith to bring it to 
pass. 

God speaks, and so does God’s faith speak. 

WE can either speak doubt, self-doubt, or we can speak faith, God’s faith. 

In Christ you have already believed for the impossible when you asked to be 
accepted into the family of God.  To believe that any human being can be 
accepted and adopted into the family of God, and become direct heir of God, 
joint heir with Jesus, is the largest exercise of faith that is. 

Every other exercise of faith is nothing compared to that. 

So, if the Holy speaks and asks you to believe for a certain amount each 
moth, then join that voice by speaking in agreement with it. 

“I believe” 
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“I exercise my faith in God’s faith to work in and through me to move this 
mountain of problems away from me, and to move the mountain of blessings 
towards me. 

4. 

Our Faith works through God’s love. 

Our Faith needs God’s hope 

Our Faith is in the distribution of God’s faith within us. 

Making and keeping a Faith Promise, as is all of our sacrificial life to God is, 
by 

 

Slide:  God’s Grace 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith. Eph. 2:8 
 
 
It goes on to say, and let this remind us: 
 
—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by 
works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. 
 

Love is a gift from God. The unconditional love of God is a gift given to us 
who are in relationship with him. 
 
Hope is a gift from God.  The anchor into things above, not on things of this 
earth is a gift given in relationship with God. 
 
Faith is a gift from God.  The distribution of God’s faith into every person 
who enters a relationship with him is gift given, by the free will and plan of 
god. 
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Grace, God’s unmerited, underserved favor and acceptance is God’s gift to 
all.  There is only one place you can find God’s kind of grace.  In the heart 
of God himself.  It is not self-resident; it is only resident in our hearts as we 
are in active relationship with God. 
 
The best picture of God’s grace, his unmerited, undeserved favor and 
acceptance is found in the biblical stories of the lost son, the lost coin and 
the lost sheep.  Two weeks ago I shared from Luke 15 the story of the lost 
sheep, but also in Luke 15 are two other stories.  The story of the lost son, 
the lost coin and the lost sheep. 
 
The short story of the lost son is that he had committed some of the most 
despicable acts possible.  He had taken advantage of his father and spent his 
inheritance in high drama, selfish living.  He had his own reality TV show, 
he had a relationship with a Kardashian, and lived in high cotton, eating high 
on the hog. (Those of southern heritage understand that, but others may need 
translations)  The poor folks, of which I was a part, could only afford pigs 
feet, that would low on the hog.  To eat high on the hog, meant you could 
afford the tenderloin and roasts.  Hence high on the hog. 
 
Living in high cotton was simply a bountiful supply of a southern cash crop 
that was easily converted into cash. 
 
The lost son after he had spent all his fathers’ money, on his reality TV show 
and the high drama of the Kardashians, and it was a bust, he lost all he had, 
and had to go to work, for the lowest of the low.  A foreign pig farmer.  In 
the eyes of the Israeli culture, the only recourse for the father was to disown 
him.  In their eyes, blinded by the purest interpretation of the law and 
prophets was that a person found favor with God, by merit and hard work.  
The view of the law and prophets was a person merited and deserved God’s 
favor, by their strict obedience to the law and prophets. 
 
Grace, God’s grace is unmerited and undeserved favor and the Father, 
showed it by running out to meet his lost son, when the lost son, returned. 
 
Grace, God’s grace is based on the father’s love not on the lost son’s 
performance.  God’s grace is based on the woman need to find the lost coin.  
The coin had no way to be found, no inherent ways to even signify where it 
was.  The lost coin had no internal hope of being found based on it’s own 
merit.  It was all the initiative of the woman.  (FYI:  The Heavenly Father 
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has no worries about using a woman as a metaphor of whom his character is 
like) 
 
In the story of the lost sheep, the lost sheep was not the one who initiated 
being found.  The lost sheep wandered away, and was a notorious sinner.  It 
was not the sheep who through it’s own merit was found.  It was on the 
merit of the shepherd who went after the lost sheep. 
 
Hear me, next time you catch yourself struggling to make up to God for 
something you’ve done wrong, working to win his approval, let the story of 
the lost son, the lost coin and the lost sheep set you free.  BE reminded that 
in spite of your sins, your shortcomings, your father has received you with 
open arms.  He has put a robe of righteousness on you, and his ring on your 
hand.  He has put the shoes of son ship on your feet 
 
It is normal to feel unworthy to receive all of that.  God has not based his 
relationship with you based on your worthiness. He’s based in His love on 
Jesus worthiness.  You don’t make and keep a faith promise to prove 
yourself to him. 
 
You are already approved.  You are already enough.  You don’t need more 
faith; you already have the measure of faith. 
 
So, counsel your pastor.  Your pastor fell short after making a faith promise, 
and he may need your advice. 
 
A few years ago, some of you remember that I used to run ultra marathons to 
raise awareness and funds for missions.  I made a faith promise of $10,000 
one year, and though I had done my best to run, and ask friends and family 
to donate, I came up way short.   
 
What would your counsel be to me that had made a faith promise of 
$10,000, but came up short? 
 
Would it be?  Go to the bank and borrow the money, or take money out of 
your retirement, to pay it because it is a vow? 
 
I hope not, because if you think that, then you may not have been listening to 
this message. 
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Making a faith promise must conclude with the understanding that it is by 
grace, God’s unmerited, underserved favor.  It is a gift from God.  It is not 
performance based.  It is not works based. 
 
You do your best, as an offering to the Lord and if you fall short, you don’t 
go to the bank, to borrow the money, you don’t put it on your credit card, 
you don’t treat it as a vow, or a pledge. 
 
We, the leadership will wait on it to flow through you before we give it.  
There is grace, much grace.  AS it flows in you and through you, into the 
offering, we pool it together and regularly send it in. 
 
The other side of making a faith promise is, that I would not have attempted 
running three 50k’s or the 50 milers, without the process of making a faith 
promise.  That year, I only finished three 50K’s and 25 miles of a 50 miler 
and only received a few thousand dollars towards the faith promise.   
 
(Mention each item, that a faith promise accelerated my health and my 
conditioning, and provided the means to overcome cancer and cancer 
treatments. 
 
So… How would you counsel me, who fell short off the $10,000 faith 
promise and could only do 3 50k and 25 of a 50-mile race? 
 
So, why is it easier to council me with grace, but if it is you, you counsel 
yourself with condemnation?   
 
I sent an email with a link to the Pentecostal Evangel News, about Matthew 
Barnett who made a faith promise to run 7 marathons in 7 days, on 7 
continents.  Though injured, he finished, and was able to receive over a 
million dollars in donations for a missions project.  Having a missions 
project or missionary in mind, facilitates a faith promise. 
Faith Promises accelerates you towards reaching heights and depths, and 
opportunities that really are impossible outside of a relationship with God, 
through Christ Jesus. 
 
On April 1 Brenda and I will be making a faith promise run.  Not a 50 K or a 
50 miler but a 5k down at Smith Mountain Lake, the Dam 50K.  Together, 
we will toe the line, and together we will make a faith promise attempt at a 
5k on a very steep mountain, with the first mile being straight uphill.   
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AS you listen to the Holy Spirit, give you an idea on what to do; to be a flow 
through of God’s resources, it will be a gift from God, not of yourself, lest 
you should boast. 
 
On Wednesday night, after a great time of sweet fellowship, and sweet 
testimonies, of what one of our missionaries have done with our support, the 
thought came to me, to conclude by singing, To God be the Glory. 
 
Last Sunday, as Cindy began telling her story of Beauty for Ashes, she said, 
if I use the term, me, or I, it is not to give any credit to me, for all glory to 
God for anything that has happened.  Forgive me if I use, the terms, me or I, 
I really want to return glory to God. 
 
So, making and keeping a faith promise, is as stated at the beginning, 
 
Slide: 
Our Faith promise works by God’s love 
Our Faith promise needs God’s hope. 
Our faith promise is in God’s faith 
Our faith promise is by God’s grace. 
 
 
Let us sing to God be the glory, and I want you to bring your faith promise 
card to the front, and in this atmosphere of wanting to give God glory, make 
it.   
 
Brenda: Altar Call Song: To God be the Glory 
 
 
 
 


